REMARKS 

In reply to the Office Action mailed February 4, 2010, Applicants have amended claims 

I, 4, 7, 9, 10 and 14-17, and cancelled claims 12, 21-25 and 29. Upon entry of these 
amendments, claims 1, 2, 3-11, and 13-20, 26-28 and 30-36 will be pending. Of the pending 
claims, claims 6, 8, 18-20 and 26-28 and 30 are withdrawn. Withdrawn claims 18 and 19 have 
been amended and withdrawn claims 21-25 and 29 have been canceled. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 9- 

II, 13-17, and 3 1-36 are under examination. Upon an indication that the claims under 
examination are allowable. Applicants respectfully request rejoinder of the withdrawn claims. 

The amendments are supported by the specification and claims as originally filed. No 
new matter has been added. Please consider the following remarks. 

35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

Claims 1-5, 7, 9-17 and 31-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kosak (U.S. Patent No. 6,048,736) in view of Yoshimoto el al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,376,509), Traitler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,776,984) and Amiel et al. ("New Associating 
Polymer Systems Involving Water Soluble beta-Cyclodextrin polymers" Journal of Inclusion 
Phenomena and Molecular Recognition in Chemistry 25:61-67, 1996). Applicants have 
amended the independent claims, which recite polymer compositions. The polymer 
compositions generally include biocompatible polymers that have a plurality of inclusion hosts 
and linking molecules. The linking molecule comprises at least two moieties that form inclusion 
complexes with the inclusion hosts, where the linking molecules crosslink the polymer through 
inclusion complexes. The amended claims further require a therapeutic agent that is covalently 
attached to a moiety that forms an inclusion complex with the inclusion host . Applicants submit 
that the references, both alone and in combination, fail to render the claimed invention obvious. 

Kosak discloses cyclodextrin polymers for carrying drugs and other agents. Kosak does 
not disclose or suggest a polymer including a linking molecule comprising at least two moieties 
that form inclusion complexes with the inclusion hosts where the linking molecules crosslink the 
polymer through inclusion complexes, as required by the claims. Moreover, Kosak also fails to 
disclose or suggest utilization of cyclodextrin to cross-link polymers through inclusion 
complexes. 



Yoshimoto discloses photographic processing chemicals, which include cyclodextrin 
linked to a water-soluble substance, such as glucose, maltose, cellobiose and the like. (See, 
Yoshimoto at column 5, lines 45-47.) Yoshimoto is cited for disclosing "the direct relationship 
between a cyclodextrin and a linking molecule. (See Final Office Action, page 3.) However, 
Yoshimoto does not teach or suggest a polymer with linking molecules that can crosslink a 
polymer through inclusion complexes, as required by the claims. Moreover, nothing in 
Yoshimoto would lead a skilled artisan to believe that the disclosed chemicals would be useful to 
apply in a composition that includes a therapeutic agent as required by the claims. 

Applicants further submit that neither Traitler nor Amiel cure the deficiencies of Kosak 
and Yoshimoto. Specifically, neither Traitler nor Amiel disclose a polymer comprising a linking 
molecule comprising at least two moieties that form inclusion complexes with the inclusion 
hosts, where the linking molecules crosslink the polymer through inclusion complexes, as 
required by the claims. Applicants further submit that nothing in Traitler or Amiel would lead a 
skilled artisan to make the additional required modifications to include a therapeutic agent in the 
composition that is covalently attached to a moiety that forms an inclusion complex with the 
inclusion host . 

Applicants submit that the pending claims are patentable and request that the application 
be placed in condition for allowance. Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 
50/2762, referencing client reference number T2021-700810. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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